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SAVE YOUR LUNCH MENU

From the Principal...

Dear Parents,

I hope you enjoyed your holiday season with family and friends. It
is hard to believe that we are almost half way through the 2009-
2010 school year. The second quarter will end on Friday, January
22nd. School will not be in session on Monday, January 25th as
teachers have a work day to complete report cards and end of the
quarter tasks. Report cards will be sent home with students on
Thursday, January 28th. Please sign the envelope and return it to
your child’s teacher. The report card is for you to keep in your re-
cords.

During Parent/Teacher conferences in November we had a 96%
attendance rate by Luther parents. Thank you for being involved
and caring about your child’s progress. A goal of mine is to get
more parents involved in other special events at Luther, It is always
nice to have parents in our school as this creates a wonderful envi-
ronment for students. Other than conferences our volunteer num-
bers have been low. As a result, the Holiday Fun Fair was cancelled
and we did not have as much success with the Book Fair in the fall.
So I am hoping that all parents can make it a priority to attend a
few of the special events held at Luther in the spring. More infor-
mation will be forthcoming on the Snowflake Dance, Are you
Smarter Than a Fifth Grader competition, etc. We are also looking
for parents to help with Market Day and other PTO events. I know
that all of us have busy lives with work and family, but please help
us by getting involved.

If you would like to get more involved please call us at 568-4465 or
join us at a PTO meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00
p-m. Thank you for your consideration.

Mr. Geiger
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CALENDAR DATES

Happy New Year!
Classes Resume
PTO mtg. 6:00 IMC

School Store
Girl’s Group
High School Lunch Buddies

Geo Bee 12:45 Board Rm.
Market Day

Luther Loyalty Day
Birthday Books

School Store
Girl’s Group

Are you Smarter than a 5th
Grader-Game @ High School
6:00 p.m.

Movie Night 6-9 p.m.

Picture Fundraiser
School Store
Girl's Group

Board mtg. 7:00 p.m.

PJ Day
Snow Flake Dance
End of 2nd Quarter

NO SCHOOL

School Store

Girl’s Group

High School Lunch Buddies
Safety Patrol Lunch

Report Cards go home
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January 2

Januvary 3

January 4

January 5
January 6
January 7

January 8

January 11
January 12
January 13
January 16
January 19
January 25
January 26

January 29

Angellie Anaya
Carley Hausinger
" Sebastian Jose-Velasco

Bryan Longoria

Rhianna Leatherberry
Diana Moguel
Ryan Rector

Benjamin Incha
Anna Weiler
James Keelty

Angel Andrade
Amelia Varela

Nitzia Perez
Ricardo Ruiz
Anthony Anaya
Lauren Bilau
Nicholas Gibson
Hailey Long

Benjamin Miller

McKennah Lumby

LIVE ABOVE THE LINE

BEHAVIOR AWARD

NOVEMBER:

Mrs. Congdon:  Rachael Simkins
Mrs. Witkins:  Lainie Volquardsen
Mr. Athas: Natalie Notbohm
Mrs. Kuehl: Sara Perez-Costa
Ms. Brusky: Tony Olmos

Mrs. Moritz: Jordan Strese

Mrs. MacWilliams: Lexi Garant

Mrs. Olsen: Adrian Martinez
Ms. Busch: Angel Andrade
Ms. Ruona; Carlos Martinez

Mrs. Schuenke: Scott Callahan
Mrs. Krausse: Matt Romens
Ms. Loker: Taylor Heitka
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Mrs. Congdon
Mrs. Witkins
Mr. Athas

Mrs. Kuehi

Ms. Brusky

Mrs. Moritz

Mrs. MacWilliams
Mrs. Olsen

Ms. Busch

Ms. Ruona

Mrs. Schuenke
Mrs. Krausse

Ms. Loker

Staff:
Mrs. MacWilliams

Abbey Hoffman
Katharina Kessler
Christa Sebranek
Eljjah Dieter
Alivia Baker
Jaqueline Esquivel
Lilly Turfle

Olivia Krapfl
Kathrine Hausinger
Logan Bowker
Hayden Jansen
Martin Bernabe

Felicity Hacht

PTO:

The Luther PTO continues to be an active
force within Luther School. Their support
1s a key to our success as a school. We
urge all parents/guardians of Luther stu-
dents to become actively involved. Call
President Steve Wiesen (568-0990) to see
how you can participate, or attend the next
PTO meeting at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, Janu-
ary 5, in the Luther IMC. All par-
ents/guardians are always welcome.

Please note this 1s a time change from
2008/09. All meetings begin at 6:00 p.m.

7 rafu/éftbn

LT

REPORT CARDS:

Second guarter report cards will be sent home in
brown envelopes with students on Thursday,
January 28. Parents/Guardians must sign the en-
velope and return it by Friday, February 5. Your
signature confirms that you received the report.
Please keep the report card for your records.

LLT DRESS UP DAYS:

January 22 P] Day

February 12 Ditferent Color Sock & Shoe Day
March 19 Wacky Hair Day

April 23 Twin Day

May 21

Beach Day
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COFFEE FUNDRAISER

Thanks to all who participated in the Fall
Fundraiser.

Fundraising is a critical part of PTO and the
contributions PTO makes to the students of
Luther Elementary.

THE SNOWFLAKE

We made approximately $1,700.00 profit for DANCE

the school. 44 families participated and that When: Friday, January 22
is about 16% of the students that attend Lu- From 6:30-8:00 .m
ther Elementary. Thanks again for all your HUORY P
help and support of Luther Elementary. If Where: Luther Café
you do have any ideas about fundraising,
please contact the PTO.

Parents and siblings are wel-

come and encouraged to at-
tend!

Refreshments and snacks will
be prowvided.

Sponsored by: The Lightning
Leader Team (LLT)

All students have the option to participate in

; i ' ip! ) .
the Fort Atkinson Regional Science Fair! We are in need of interpreters. If you
Packets of information and working journals

may be picked up in the Luther office. All §peak Spanish and English ﬂuenﬂy and are
projects are due on Friday, February 19th.  |interested in interpreting for school meet-
Projects may be dropped off at the Hoard ings, conferences, ctc. please call 568-4465

Museum on that Friday from 3:00-6:00 p.m. ] . )
We encourage all students to get creative and and ask to speak with Mr. Geiger.

explore an idea for the Science Fair.

School Pics is coming on January 20th to take photos of each child
while working in school. They will sell the pictures to parents during the Par-
ent/Teacher conferences in February. More information will be forthcoming.




VOLUME 9 ISSUE 5 THE LUTHER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Hello students and families!

The Luther Winfer Concerts were a huge success! Thank you for your altendance and sup-
port of your children and their performances. We had such fun learning about different De-
cember holidays and traditions. We aiso feel special being able to sing in other languages.
Do you know that between the songs in the 3 programs we covered a bit of Spanish,
French, Russian, German, and Hebrew, as well as all that Englishe Oh what fun!

Please know that we could not have accomplished such a display without the help of all of
our teachers and various support staff. From classroom teachers to paraprofessionals, to
maintenance staff, everyone is needed to make a full school program possible. Thank you
so very much!

Congratulations to the following students who have had their work selected to appear
in the local Southern Lakes Anthology booklet:

Tela Heinke and Couriney Dunkleberger for their writing and artwork.
Mason Emrick and Grayson Coleman for their writing and artwork.
December Behling for her drawing.

Rachel Hamele for her cartoon.

Each of these pieces will move on to the next level of competition and be judged along
with the work of students in surrounding school districts. We wish them luck in the
next round and hope their work is chosen for the final anthology.
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SAFETY PATROL

Congratulations to Martin Ber-
narbe and Chance Johnson. They
were treated to lunch with fellow

safety patrollers, Officer Courtier,
and Mr. Geiger on Monday,

December 21, 2009.

Semester Milk:

At registration, you were given the op-
tion of paying for milk break at $25 for
the semester or $49 for the year. Sec-
ond Semester milk notices went home
oh the week of December 14. All pay-
ments are due on or before January 26,
2009. Checks should be made payable
to S.D.F.A.

Students receiving free or reduced
meals will continue to receive free milk.

EARLY RELEASE DAYS

The School District will again have periodic
early release days for teacher meetings, in-
service work, and end of the quarter records
completion.

Elementary students will be dismissed at
11:50 a.m. on the following days:
February 25
March 26

April 16

May 7

June 10 (Last Day)

Please be sure your child knows where he/she
will go on all these shortened days and how he/
she will get there. Please also note that there
will be no lunch at school on all early release
days. |

RECESS

It is expected that all children go outside for recess at
their respective times. Students may have to stay in for
recess due to a teacher request to complete work or to
discuss behavior concerns, and that is acceptable.
Other than those reasons, children need to have
proper winter clothing to play outside. If you feel that
your child is too sick to be outside, then they should
remain at home. Thank you for your support in this
matter.
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Geogravhy Bee:

Luther School is once again participating
in the National Geographic Society Ge-
ography Bee. Throughout the nation,
students in grades 4-8 are competing for
the right to represent their states in the
National Finals in Washington, D.C. in
Spring. Preparation information is avail-
able on-line at nationalgeographic.com

Here at Luther, classroom competitions
were held in each fourth and fifth grade
classroom during the month of Decem-
ber. The twelve finalists are listed below.
The school final contest will be on
Thursday, January 7, 2010, at 12:45 p.m.
in the Board Room.

2009-2010
Luther Geography Bee Finalists
Fourth Grade:
Josh Bilau

Logan Bowker
Katie Hausinger Maddie Neuser
Troy Nachtigal Bianca Spoerl
Gavin Volquardsen
Fifth Grade:

Emma Dahnert Mason Emrick
Rosa Hernandez Matt Romens

Jacob Sebranek

Winter Weather:

Winter months bring cold weather. Stu-
dents will continue to go outside for re-
cess every day unless the temperature or
wind-chill drops below zero. Please make

xHrmno o cxrami Aaat ot

YWedios a vvadllil Lual, llal,

S XTIV

sure youi bhlld
gloves or mittens , and boots to protect
him/her from the cold weather.

In case of bad weather that would result
in the cancellation or delayed start of
school, watch or listen to any of the TV
or radio stations listed below. Please do
not call the school to ask whether school
1s in session or not. We need to keep the
phone lines open for emergency commu-
nication.

Alertnow

SDFA website
WFAW 940 am
WSJY 107.8 fm
WSLD 104.5 fm
WTSO 1070 am
WIBA 1310 am
WTMJ 620 am
WRCH 106.5 fm
WMLI 106.1 fm
WZEE 104.1 fm
WMAD 96.3 fm
WRTI 94.5 fm
WMTV-Channel 15




Come watchyour ~ Thursday,
principals/teachers ~ January 14, 2010
from Purdy, Luther,  Time: 6:30pm

Barrie, Rockwell, High School
St. Joe's, the

~Auditorium
Middle School, and .
- Admissions $3.00

the High School Proceeds will
: - go to the
go against - Dwight Foster Library

5th g raders Could the 5th grades be smarter

than our principals?
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With Gratitude

“The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the grandest intention.”
Oscar Wilde

We give heartfelt thanks to all the family, staff and community members who gave so generously
to our Holiday Sharing drive. Through your donations of food, time and money, you have invested
in the future of our students and sent a message of peace and hope this Holiday season.

Sincerely,
The Holiday Sharing Committee




Who Rules the School? Boys vs. Girls!

January is Boys vs. Girls Box Tops contest
time! Boys and girls will compete against
each other to see who can bring in the
most Box Tops coupons by Friday,
January 15. If the boys win, they will get
bragging rights and a Wear Blue/
Camouflage day. If the girls win, they will
get bragging rights and Wear Pink/Wear
PJs Day. The winning gender will be
assigned a specific day when they can
wear their color/theme from head to toe!
Mr. Geiger will announce the winner on
Tuesday, January 19.

Please remember:

1. Please trim the Box
Tops and check
expiration dates!

2. Make sure to have

your child’'s name and

r\laecrnnm h:ar\hr_sr"e
Cicdoo VU WCdaitrn o

name on all collection
sheets, envelopes or
bags. If this information

e e

____________

Free is missing, credit

lgiash cannot be given!
rom H 1

Trash! 3. Expired Box Tops will

not count toward the
Boys vs. Girls
competition.
Bring in your Box Tops no
later than Friday, January 15!

December 2" Box Tops for Education 100% Participation Day
~~~ results by class ~~~

Congdon — 0%
Witkins — 5%
Athas — 40%

Kuehl —47%
Brusky — 30%
Moritz — 95% WOW!
MacWilliams — 59%

Oisen — 68%
Busch - 11%
Rouna - 47%
Schuenke — 40%
Krausse — 33%
Loker — 0%




ORIENTATION/REGISTRATION for

2010-2011 School Year
CURRENT 5TH GRADERS

The orientation/registration process of preparing 5th graders for the transition from
clementary school to Ft. Atkinson Middle School begins the week of Feb 1. Mrs.
Temperly, school guidance counselor, coordinates orientation/registration activities for
5th graders. Please review the dates and activities information for 5th graders.

« WEEK of FEBRUARY 1

Mrs. Temperly visits 5th grade classrooms to distribute registration materials and discuss the middle
school. Registration materials are to be sent home on the . 6o,

o FEBRUARY 8
A parent/guardian orientation meeting will be held at 6:30 P.M. in Fi. Atkinson Middle School to
share information. This program is for parents/guardians only.

» FEBRUARY 12

Registration sheet must be returned to the 5th grade homeroom teacher by this date.

e APRIL

6th graders visit 5th grade classrooms to make pancl presentations about life as a middle school
student.

« MAY
5" graders visit the Ft. Atkinson Middle School. This will be an opportunity for 5™ graders to meet
6" grade core curriculum teachers and tour the building.

e AUGUST

The new class of 6th graders visits the middle school with their parents/guardians for an evening
program. There is an opportunity to walk around the building and learn how to start the year on a
positive foot.

SEPTEMBER

The first day of the school year will be only for our new 6™ graders. We will have a variety of fun
orientation activities to help new students connect with adults in the building prior to the 7% and 8"
graders joining us on the second day.




EARLY CHILDHOOD SCREENING
FOR CHILDREN BETWEEN AGES 3 AND 5

PURDY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

TO SET YOUR CHILD’S APPOINTMENT
CALL (920) 563-7804

Parents / Guardians,

If you have a child between the ages of 3 and 5 years that you
suspect may have a delay in speech, fine motor, gross motor, pre-
academics, social, or cognitive skills, the School District of Fort
Atkinson will be hosting an Early Childhood Screening on Friday
January 29, 2010 from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at Purdy
Elementary School.

If you are interested in setting up an appointment to have your
child screened free of cost, please contact Mr. John Peterson,
Director of Pupil Services, at 563-7804. Your child will work with
licensed teachers and therapists and complete developmentally
appropriate activities. A staff member will meet with you to hear
your concerns and make recommendations based on the screening.
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Readersi]

School District of Fort Atkmson

Family impacts love of books

When you read with your child,
especially with excitement,
you show how much fun reading is.
That’s a gift that lasts a lifetime! To
do this:
* Admire the book. Together,
notice the cover, pictures and
other features. Who wrote it?
Who illustrated it? To whom is
it dedicated?

» Take your time. Instead of flying
through the pages, turn them
slowly, building anticipation.
What will happen next? Can
your child guess?

» Talk about it. What did your child think of the story? Can she
relate to it in any way? Discuss what you might read together

- next—perhaps another book by the same author.

Source: Pam Allyn, What to Read When: The Books and Stories to Read with Your Child—and Al the

Best Times to Read Them, 1SBN: 978-1-5833-3334-1 (Avery, www.penguin.com}.

“Books are the quietest and most constant of friends:
They are the most accessible and wisest of counselors,
and the most patient of teachers.”
—Charles W, Eliot

Graphic organizers should inspire, not intimidate

Making a graphic organizer sounds complicated, but it’s an

easy way for your child to organize information for reports

or essays. All it Tequires is a sheet of paper. Three types are:

1. Fact and opinion. Your child should choose a main topic
and write it down. Then divide the page into two
columns: facts and opinions. As your child reads, he can
add to each column.

2. Description wheel. Have your child draw a wheel and
write a topic (such as “George Washington”) in the mid-
dle. On each spoke, he can write something descriptive
(such as “first president” or “born in 1732”).

3. Ice cream cone. Write a main topic on a cone shape.
Then add a scoop for each detail. Suggest that your child
color them in with his favorite “flavors.”

Source: “Graphic Organizers,” Education Place, www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer,

\-

Gelly Images/Stockbyte

J

How Families Can Help Children Become Better Readers

Soive reading issues together

Teachers are experts at
helping children through
reading assignments. If your
child has trouble reading at
home, ask the teacher about:

* Tricks that can help your child
figure out words, such as looking at
nearby pictures, thinking of similar
words and noticing familiar parts of
words.

* Reading goals for your child.
Discuss how to choose reading
materials for your child—and the
best ways to support his success.

Source: “Helping your child learn to read—A parent's
guide,” Ontario Ministry of Education, www.edu.gov.on.ca/
eng/document/brochurefearlyreadingfindex.htmliteacher.

~
Need a confidence boost?

Does your child strug-
gle with reading, but
long to “finish a book”
by herself? Ask the
librarian about traditional-length
books that are easy to read.
Finishing a “big-kid” book is a -
milestone. It can build confidence
for new reading challenges!

. J

Checlebook’s vocabulary level

Reading books with too
* many new words can make
reading frustrating ... and
that prevents reading! When
your child considers a new book, try
the “five word” rule. If three to five
words are unfamiliar to her (per
page), read the book together. More
than five unfamiliar words per page
means the book is too hard right now.

Read it out loud to her instead.

Source: Hal W. Lanse, Read Welf, Think Well, 1SBN: 978-15-
98697827 (Adams Media, www.adamsmedia.com}.

A02191049-13 Copyright © 2010, The Parent [nstitute®, www.parent-institute.com.




Serious skill can become serious fun for your child

You want your child to read more—but you refuse to nag her

about it. (Good decision!) Try alternatives such as:

* List her interests, and then go to the library to scout out
irresistible books on those subjects.

* Place exciting reading materials, such as books, comics
and magazines, all around the house.

* Read aloud to get your child excited about reading. She
may even pick up a book you started together.

* Suggest that your child read to a younger relative or
friend. This gives her a chance to take pride in her skills.

* Make reading a treat. Let your child stay up later to read.
Or read a joke book at dinnertime. Show that reading is as
enjoyable as it is important. .

Source: “Children Who Can Read, But Don't ...," Reading is Fundamental, www.rif.org/parents/
articles/ChidrenWhoDontRead. mspx. '

AN ' /

New Year's traditions can spark a year of readin_g '

ould your child enjoy

learning about how
people in different cultures
* celebrate their New Year?
Does he know about eating
grapes at midnight? Or rice
cakes as the first meal of the
New Year? Some New Years
begin in the spring, or
depend on the moon's
cycles. Read about New Year

tockphotn

* New Clothes for New Year's Using the library is an
traditions this January. Day by Hyun-joo Bae exciting responsibility.
Consider books like: (Kane/Miller Book Pub). Help your child succeed
* Shanté Keys and the New * Hiss! Pop! Boom! i [

* Year's Peas by Gail Piernas- Celebrating Chinese New s Taking care of books at home.
Davenport (Albert Whitman Year by Tricia Morrissey Have your child put them in a
& Company). (ThingsAsian Press). special spot, such as on a bed-
side table, where they’ll be handy
™~ and safe.
. . * Returning books on time. Have
The . o I keep hearing the term “reading ur child write due dates on the
Reading e genres.” What is a genre, exactly? )cml gar O‘:; ek regtlar trips
Advisor. o« Books are divided into two major ta fﬁl Kbrar tg rztu I'%l bookspan d
=== « groups: fiction and nonfiction. Beyond %ecli ot y nes
that, there are many “genres”—or types—of books. At 9 ¢ new ones. y.
school, kids learn about popular genres, such as historical
fiction, poetry, biographies, mysteries, autobiographies Building Readers®
and more. Talk with your child about them. Which ones How Families Can Hefp Children Become Better Readers
interest her most? Puggghet:lohqfﬁ.wherm EdD.
Source: "Reading Genre Definitions,” Book Nuts Reading Club, www booknutsreadingclub.com/ {L‘:,’t;f"s'ﬂs;"g‘;?:ﬁ’“
genrelist.html, Capyright © 2010, The Farent Institute® (a division of NiS, Inc.) _
7.0, Box 7474, Fairfax Station, VA 22039-7474
Do you have a question about reading? Email readingadvisor@parent-institute.com. 1-B00-756-5525, IS5N: 1531-4301
/ wwnwparent-institute.com

l1Building Readers

Elementary School ¢ January 2010

reTerq] For lower elementary
ﬁ readers:

Fireflies by Julie Brinckloe
(Aladdin). This touching story about
catching fireflies—and deciding whether
to let them go—is perfect for family
reading and discussion.

What'’s New at the Zoo? by Suzanne
Slade (Sylvan Dell). Animals and addi-
tion come together naturally in this zoo
adventure. Throughout the book, kids
can solve simple problems, find a hidden
red balloon and more.

For upper elementary readers:

Extra Credit by Andrew Clements
(Simon & Schuster). Abby may have to
repeat the sixth grade—unless she takes
on an extra credit project that involves
finding a pen pal in a foreign country.

Baseball Great by Tim Green
(HarperCollins). Josh is a great baseball

~player—but can he handle the pressure

in the big leagues? And is it worth it?

( Librafy hooks promote
responsibility, independence

Copyright © 2010, The Parent Institute®, www.parent-institute.com.




Luther PTO Minutes I

December 1. 2009 .

Attendance:

Cindy Incha, Michelle Garant, Christine Hamele,

NMawarm Calivrmamal, Moas AL RN V. PN [ |
AQuwil JTWITAHITR, LFave Ooigcl, oLleve YWIcHOnn, LdUul el

Ruud, Beth Brusky, Candy Allard, Cathy Carnes,
Michele Stoutenborough, Donald Lewis, Carolyn
Krapfl

Called to order: 6:03 pm

November minutes were approved
Committee Reports

November financial report was approved

Correspondence: Ms. Klopfer, Mrs. Westby, Mrs.
Olsen, Ms. Maniaci, and Mrs. Brusky

Wish List
Requester ltems Cost | Status
Mrs. 2 sets of recess 5200 Approved
BPunkleberger equipment +5/H
(Michele S. donated a
flag football set too}
Mrs. Krausse Flip camera 5175 Approved
for all
staff use

Mr. Geiger’s items: A new computer lab will cost
approximately $25,000 for 26 computers. This is
an initiative that may be pursued in the future. The
US Cellular grant of $100,000 would entail asking
individuals to go to a US Cellular store, receiving an
ID number, and logging on to promote Luther. We
will not be pursuing that fundraiser at this time.
School Pics wili be offering a fundraiser during
February conferences in which parents can buy a
photo of their child in a learning environment.
Pictures will be taken on lanuary 20. The cost of
each 8x10 picture is 51; PTO may charge more than

that as a fundraiser. Mr. Geiger will ask a few more
questions of the photography studio about the size
of picture and the logistics of getting a photo of
every student and report back in January. Activity
Market
Day-Cheryl Berg has stepped down from the chair

pictures were taken on December 1%,

position. Kelly Roehl will continue through
January. A new chair is needed for this committee.
Please contact Mr. Geiger if interested. Portrait
tiles-the custodians have some ideas for display
and will examine the tiles for fitting. Parent-
teacher conferences-95% of families participated.

Other

Berres Brothers Coffee fundraiser- Coffee pick up
will occur on December 11" from 3-5 pm in the
Board Room. 44 families participated and sold an

“average of $96 worth of product. 16.2% of our

students participated and PTO made 35% of the
profit.

Holiday Fun Fair- 59 people have signed up and
that number is down significantly from years past.
PTO voted to cancel the event and provide the
crafts to all students during the school day on
December 21*. Michele S will organize the event
in which teachers bring students to the cafeteria to
participate. PTO voted to give $160 to pay for the
cost of the crafts.

Sharing Tree- There are a ot of ornaments still
hanging on the tree to provide food for Luther
families. PTO voted to provide $100 from the
charity budget to pay for more food.

Childcare-Childcare will be provided for all of the
remaining meetings for the 2009-10 school year.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 pm.
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