Dear Families,







9/11/08

Our district has adopted a new spelling program at the elementary level.  This program is called Spelling for Writers.  Our first spelling unit will begin next week!  

One of the neat things about Spelling for Writers is that the word lists are individualized to meet students’ needs.  In contrast to the traditional spelling programs, Spelling for Writers offers options for students to choose their own spelling words.  Each week, we will focus on a different spelling pattern, and will study words that fit that pattern.  

Each Monday, the students will take a pretest and choose their words for the week from a list.  The other days of the week the students will engage in activities related to the spelling pattern and the individual words.  On Friday, the students will take the posttest.  In addition to the 8 words that the students have been studying, there will be two dictation sentences.  I will read the sentences and the students will need to copy the sentences onto their papers.  Each sentence will include many “No Excuse” words.  “No Excuse Words” are words that occur often in our daily lessons and in the children’s writing and reading.  They should be able to spell these words correctly in their daily work.  I will also be looking for proper capitalization and punctuation as well as correct spelling of these “No Excuse” words.

On Mondays, the children will bring home a list of their words for the week.  These words should be studied nightly in preparation for the posttest on Friday.  In addition to choosing the spelling words, the children will also be able to choose how to complete the weekly spelling homework.  Each child received a spelling notebook with homework options attached to the inside cover. The children will need to choose two activities to complete during the week.  The activities done should be completed in the spelling notebook with the chosen activities checked off.  In the notebook, each needs to be dated, and numbered as to which activity is completed!  However, each activity can only be done once. When the checklist is filled, we will give you a new one.  We ask that you do the activities in your spelling notebook, using one page (front and back if necessary) for each activity. On the page, please mark the date and number of the activity completed.  

As this is a new experience for all of us, changes may be necessary, and I will inform you if this should happen.   Please feel free to submit any suggestions or questions you have about this new spelling program.  I expect it to be beneficial in helping children to become better spellers, and in turn, to improve their writing.  Thank you in advance for your support and patience as we begin the Spelling for Writers program.

Ms. Brusky

**Attached with the letter is the spelling homework sheet and grading rubric that will be used for weekly tests.   

